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great advantages te adver- 
tisers. ts cireulation is large, and among the most active 
ead intelligent portion of the community 
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Editorial, 


SETTING OUT VINES. 


he time is approaching for setting out 
vines and trees and for commencing all the 
operations of spring work. Among the 
questions we have sent us from the numer- 
ous correspondents of the Ploughman, those 
relating to the modes of setting out and cul- 
tivating vines are by no means the leat 
numerous or the least important. They in- 
dicate a wide spread interest anda desire 





for information which we aim to supply. 
And first as to the age of vines to set out. 
On this point we need only say that we al- 


ways prefer the best one year old plants to 
those which are older, though nurserymen 
will recommend two and three year olds, 


and charge a higher price for them as if they 
were actually better. Select the best year- 
lings and remuve them carefully so as to 
preserve the roots. On the method of set- 
ting we know of no higher authority than 
Dr. Fisher of Fitchburg. He has hada 
longer avd more extensive experience than 
any one we know and he is a man of aceu- 
rate observation. In his admirable Lecture 
before the State Board of Agriculture, fully 
reported in the Report ot the Secretary he 
says that “vines should not be set very deep. 
As I have indicated most of the roots are 
about five inches below the surface. Of 
course, we do not want to set them any deep- 
er than that. 

“ My custom is, to place them about four 
inehes at the centre,where the roots are 
given off, with the ground sloping perhaps 
an inch downto the end of the roots, so 
that they shall be at the depth which they 
prefer to keep, about five inches. 

“ One difficulty in setting them deeperthan 
that is this: a new system of roots will 
start out above the old one the very first 
year, and those roots, in my experience, in- 
The roots 
of the lower gradually come to a stand still, 
aed finally decay, and the vine seems to be 


variably run away with the vine. 


lifted out of the ground, leaving the roots 
badly exposed, with no stem below the sur- 
This is to be avoided. 

“ Where surface roots have been made the 
first year, it is important to 


face at all. 


remove the 
earth a little and cut them off. There should 
be but one system, one story, so to speak, 
of roots. 

“T. ey should all start from one point, at 
the proper depth, and it pays, I think, to cut 
off all the others. But if the plant is set 
shallow, not more than four inches deep, and 
the nodule where the roots start from kept 
out of ground, of course none will grow 
from that point. 

“ After the vine is set, it requires but very 
little care the first year. There are two sys- 
One is 
to. take the shoot that grows, train itto a 


tems recommended of growing it. 


stake, and allow nothing else to grow. It 
makes one cane perhaps two or three feet 
long, the first year. Another plan is what 
may be called “ the lazy man's system”; to 
let it alone. 
one shoot only, but three or four, or half a 

dosen will grow ; that is its natural tendency | 

“ There are some advantages in, “ the lazy 
man’s system.” I very seldom patronize that 
kind, butin this case Ido. I think we shall 
find that the character of the top of any 
plant determines to some extent the charac- 
ter of the root. 

“ If a grape vine makes a shoot three or 
fuur feet long, with no side branches, I think 
its tendency is to make one root three or 
four feet long, with few side branches. Ifit 
is allowed to grow as it will, or if by pinch- 
ing off the leacing shoots it makes half a 
dozen branches, you will be likely to find 
I do nct 
say that it will follow in all cases, but I say 
that is the tendency. You will find this il- 
lustrated in our grass lands. Take any of 
our closely shaven lawns, that are kept 
cropped all the season ; there is no depth to 
the root ; you can cut the sod with the great- 
est ease imaginable. On the contrary, herds- 
grass, for instance, that grows up and goes 
to seed, has very few fibrous roots on the 
surface, but it goes down deep; and has a 
tap-root corresponding to its stem. I think 
that the class of trees which make an up- 
right shoot, oran extension of that kind, 
are apt to have roots of the same character- 
tap-roots. Take the walnut, for instance. I 
had some experience in planting walnuts 
years ago. The first year, each plant made 
a straight stem about three inches long, and 
nothing else. I transplanted them, and to 
my surprise, I found aroot certainly ten 
times as long as the top. The habit of the 
grape is to make an upright shoot anda 
down root. We do not want to encourage 
the formation of asingle root in a grape 
vine. We want to supply it with a whole 
system of roots, and I think in this way we 
are more likely to do it, than we are by 
growing it asasingle cane. There is one 
thing, however, that ought to be thought of. 
If you let it aloge, if you let it sprawl, you 
are very aptto break off the tips of the 
shoots in cultivating; you thus continue to 
prune it, and you prune it too late in the 
season; you not only check the system of 
long roots, but you check the making of 
roots atall. If you break off the tops of 
the shoots, you stop the growth of the roots, 
and you do not get the same growth at the 

end of the season. Hence you want to train 
it. That can be done by putting a stake by 


In that case, it will not make 


half a dozen roots corresponding. 


| a little on the ceason and the soil. 
| for its merits. 
| to recommend it on soils that are suitable 





round, so as to be in the way of cultivation, 
| pass a string aro ind, so as to tie it all up in 
a loose bundle. But if it does not make 
growth sufficient to be in the way, let it 
alone.” 

We hope this plain statement will help 
to put many on the right track. ‘The 


| gra ie ah alte 2s ae 
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ORCHARD GRASS. 


| outs 
| Editor Massachusetts Ploughman : 
| I wish to inquire through the Plowghman 
concerning the merits of orchard grass. I 
want to know what time it ought to be 
sown, what soil it prefers, if it will do to 
sow it with grain, and if it is easily killed by 
ploughing, and if it willepread over the 
tarm ? How much seed does it take to the 
acre? Where can | obtain the seed, and at 
what price? Please answer and oblige 
C. A. ADAMs. 
North Hyde Park, Vt. 
Orchard grass for certain locations and 

purposes is une of the most valuable grasses 
It will do better in the shade than 
| most others and hence is particularly useful 
in orchards or shaded grounds. It will grow 
more rapidly after being cut or fed off close- 
| ly than most other grasses, and hence it is a 
first rate grass for pastures. It is as nutri- 
tious as any other and is greatly relished by 
stock. 


we have. 


It is one of the earliest of our cul- 
tivated grasses and comes into blossom early 
in June usually, the exact time dependent 
So much 
They are certainly sufficient 


to its growth. 








Though as a general rule, we prefer fall 
to spring seeding, orchard grass, we incline 
to think, does better sown in the spring, the 
earlier the better after the land is in condi- 
tion to work. 

It does best cna moist rich loam, but will 
grow and do well on soils of medium quali- 
ity. We do not like too stiff and heavya 
soil for this grass. We have sown it and 
found it to do well on light plain land,but 
the better the soil the better the crop. 

We donot believe in the economy of 
sowing any grass seed with grain, or any 
grain with grass seed in seeding down land. 
G.ve them botha ohance and ‘they will do 
better a.one than they will together. 

There is no danger of any trouble in kill- 
ing it out when you want to get rid of it. 
It dies as easily as any other grass. 

We like to sow from two to three bushels 
per acre. The seed is large and coarse and 
it is desirable to seed thickly to prevent its 
growing in bunches with open or vacant 
spaces between. Thick seeding is therefore 
necessary. You can sow red and alsike 
clover with it to advantage. It is not best 
to sow either timothy or redtop with it, as 
they are both late grasses and do not b.os- 
som till long after orchard grass is out of 
blossom and dead. If yeu want any early 
grass to sow with it, get a little perennial 
rye grassseed. You can procure the seed 
of any regular seed store. Wedo not know 
the present price of it at our stores. You 
will see it quoted nearly every week.—[Ep. 





WHAT AILS THE COW! 


Editor Massachusetis Ploughman : 

A neighbor of mine has recently lost a 
valuable cow. Ste was with calf, near the 
time of calving. The first symptoms were a 
weakness in tbe hind parts and soon an in- 
ability to get up. Soon after there was a 
weakness in the forward part of the limbs, 
forward losing the power to move. Another 
neighbor had a hog taken with similar 
symptoms. In the course of a week or 
more he became helpless, the skin turning 
dark. Fearing he might not live the pig 
was killed and examined, but no trace of 
disease could be found and it is thought 
probable he might have recovered. 

The appetite in the last case was 
throughout the whole course of the disease. 
Will you, Mr. Editor, or some of the read- 
ers of the Ploughman, inform me of the 
cause and remedy in both the cases men- 
tioned? Yourstruly, Cates Be.cuer. 

P. 8. Lhavea pig takenin the same 
way asthe one described sbove, and I feel 
anxious to know the best method of treat- 
ing the case. Cc. B. 

The symptoms described are those of 
paralysis, the cause we cannot pretend to 
know; the ordinary treatment of such cases 
is to stimulate the spine from the withers to 
the croup, also to give a cathartic and stim- 
ulant internally, for the cow one and one- 
half to two pints of linseed oil with an ounce 
of tincture of ginger ; for the pig castor oil 
with some stimulant added, the dose acoord- 
ing to the size of the animal. 

Possibly the condition of the cow predis- 
posed her to the attack. Whether it did or 
or not the treatment recommended above is 
indicated ; perhaps repeated doses of stimu- 








its side. Ovccasionally, if the tops spread 


lants will be necessary.—[ Vet. Ep. 


Two FORAGE CROPS. 
Editor Massachusetts Ploughman: 

I have a piece of ground from which I 
wish to obtain two crops of the pres- 
ent season. Will Hungarian grass or mil- 
let grow and flournsh if sowed in the month 
of April, and matvre in season to replant 
the ground inghagé “crop than Hungarian 
greeg und where can the seed be obtained 

reply trough the ; 
oblige an O.p SusscripeR. 

It would be of no use to sow Hungarian 
grass in April. It would not start to grow 
until hot weather and you would not gain 
anything. We do not see how you can get 





many different kinds, sometimes with good 
success and often the reverse. If we were 
going to try another we think it would be 
the Brighton “ bone dust,” or the fertilizer 
made atthe abattoir at Brighton, We hear 


very good accounts of it and know some- 
that or any other, but we should be quite wift- 
| img to try it and have some confidence in the 
result, There are otheré, perhaps, equally 
good. The lew will secure us a better arti- 
cle than we have had heretofore.—[Ep. 


— Gorrespondence, 














two forage crops from the land this 
| if the ground is already ploughed. If it is 
still in grass, which does not clearly appear 
in your question, you could let it stand till 
June, then mow it and soon after plough it 
| up and seed with Hungarian grass about the 
| middle of June. That could be done with 
the aid of a little top dressing. The tenth 
or fifteenth of June is early enough to sow 
Hungarian grass seed. It occupies the 
ground but a short time and can be cut by 
the tenth or fifteenth of August usually. 

Lucerne is quite a different thing. You 
cannot getacrop of that this year. If it 
were slready growing and well set, you 
could expect three or four crops from it, but 
not the first year. It takes time and skill 
and a peculiar soil. You can get the seed 
of any first class seedsman.—([Eb. 


A DISEASED HORSE. 
Editor Massachusetis Ploughman : 
I have a valuable horse affiicted with what 
I suppose to be a poll evil. An ulcer form- 
ed upon the neck, just back of the ear. I 
opened it and it has been discharging about 
three weeks. Thus far the only remed 
used has been, to keep the sore cleanse 
with castile soap, and take care of the ani- 
mal. Your advice through the Ploughman, 
in regard to the treatment of it, would be 
gratefully received. A. GOoDYEAR. 
Holyoke, April 6th, 1874. 
Poll evil is a serious matter, caused by a 
bruise, inflammation ensues, matter forms and 
burrows under the muscles ; the proper rem- 
edy is to lay the parts open to the bottom, 
then dress the wound with a saturated solu- 
tion of sulphate of copper (blue vitriol,) if 
no dependent sinus is left, recovery will 
take place ; if a pipe or sinus remains it will 
be necessary to trace it, and lay it open. It 
is only when a bone becomes diseased that 
remedial treatment is of no use.—[VeT. Ep. 








SEEDING DOWN WITH HUNGARIAN. 


Editor Massachusetts Ploughman : 
I have a piece of land that I want to lay 


down to grass season ; it has been plant- 
ed two years with corn; had a fair dressing, 


of manure and is in a pretty good condition. 
Year before last I sowed barley in the 
spring, had a heavy crop cut for fodder, 
sowed grass seed in August after ploughing ; 
last year sowed harley and grass seed in the 
spring, straw light, grass doing well on both. 
I wish to inquire how it would do to sow 
Hungarian grass, if so would it be best to sow 
grass seed with it or after cutting ? will the 
Hungarian grass draw on the land so hard 
as to injure the future crop of grass? I have 
an idea that it is an exhaustive crop ; I have 
found milett to be so. I have but one objec- 
tion to sowing grass seed in fall ; it will not 
do to sow clover, and if sowed in spring it 
will not add much it any to the first crop of 
grass. I should like some kind of concen- 
trated manure to apply; is there any in the 
market that can be relied on? I have tried 
severa) kinds without receiving any percepti- 
ble benefit and have come to the conclusion 
that they are made only to sell. If you will 
answer the above queries with such other in- 
formation as may be suggested to your 
mind through the Ploughman; you will 
greatly oblige a constant reader of your val- 
uable paper. Joun L. PLumer. 
West Newbury, Mass., April 5th. 

Mr. Plumer adds to his note, that “a 
laborious life of four score years with hands 
badly crippled with rheumatism” makes it 
difficult to write as handsomely as he might 
otherwise do. In this he needs no apology, 
for if a!l our correspondents wrote as legibly 
as he, the printer would never complain of 
bad manuscript. In fact his note is a model 
of clearness. 

Now with an experience of four score 
years behind him, it is certainly highly com- 
plimentary to us to suppose that we can in- 
struct him. We take off our hat to a man 
of his years, and rather ask his advice than 
tender our own. Still we may have had a 
wider observation on some points, and 
among others we have had some practical ex- 
perience with Hungarian grass. 

We should not sow grass seed with it. In 
the first place, it isto be sown later in the 
spring thanit would be advisable to sow 
most of the grasses, and in the second, if 
the Hungarian is sown thickly so as to make 
it grow fine rather than coarse and stalky, it 
is sure to crowd the tender grasses too 
much, and to destroy them. We should 
prefer to sow the Hungarian by itself, cut 
it before the middle of August, and then 
turn down the stubble immediately and sow 
on the other grass seed. ; 

If Hungarian is cut early and before the 
seed ripens, we do not think it draws very 
severely on the land. It occupies the soil 
only about eight weeks when the seed is 
formed and in the milk. If allowed to stani 
and ripen up it might be an exhausting crop. 
The objection you make to sowing down 
in the fall, we do not think a very serious 
one. If you sow asearly as the middle of 
August, you can sow clover safely as a gen- 
eralrule. If the seeding is later than that 
the clover will not get sufficiently rooted to 
stand the winter well, and when we seed in 
September we always let the clover go till 


good | spring, and sow it the latter part of March 


or early in April. But ifwe could sow it 
before the 20th of August we should not 
hesitate to sow the clover at the time of 
seeding down. It depends a little upon the 
weather and the season, of course, whether 
it is judicious to bow in August. In the 
midst of a severe drought it could not be 
done on dry and light land. 

It is a trifle more labor, to be sure, to take 
this course, that is to sow Hungarian 
early in June and then plough up the stub- 
ble after it is cut, about the middle of Au- 
gust, but then we think on the whole it 
pays well. Itds an advantage to the land. 
The stubble is worth something to turn 
under. There is a large mass of roots that 
decay and add to the fertility of the soil. 
Besides if you are going to lay down to 
grass, two or three good ploughings are vast- 
ly better than one. As to a concentrated 
fertilizer, it is a pretty delicate thing for us 
to recommend. We have tried a great 














A GOOD COW. 


Editor Massachusetts Ploughman : 

Having read several good accounts of 
cows inthe Ploughman, | take the liberty of 
sending you the following statement : 

I have a grade Jersey, which I raised ; 
she will be six years old June next; calved 
one year ago the present month; the first 
six months she gave an average of nineteen 
quarts per day, or 3458 quarts for six months 
the past six months, she has given an aver- 
age of seventeen quarts per day, or 3111 
quarts, making for the year 6569 quarts. 
She is of medium size, and is fed the 
same as the rest of my herd. She has given 
this day (April 6) eighteen quarts of 
strained milk. 

I am aware this is a big story, but the cow 
stands in my barn, ready to substantiate. I 
am neither anxious to sell or dry her up. 


Yours respectfully, Watpo Furr. 
Concord, Mass., April 6, 1874. 





PROF. CRESSY'S LECTURE. 
Editor Masschusetts Ploughman: 
In looking over the pages of “‘ Agriculture 
of Massachusetts,” by Hon. Chas. L. Flint, 
your correspondent came to the lecture of 
Prof. Cressy, the subject, “‘ The Demands of 
Agriculture on Veterinary Science, and the 
means of its acoomplishment.” ‘The general 
tone of the lecture is to show the necessity 
for the diffusion of veterinary knowledge 
a.nong the people, to which we heartily ac- 
cord. There are, however, some errors 
which require correction ; the paragraph on 
pleuro-pneumonia, on page 330. “You 
have seen the havoc which pleuro-pneumonia 
procuces in a farming community, and no 
language of mine can forestall the impor- 
tance, or the more vividly impress upon your 
minds the absolute necessity of enforcing 
strict quarantine regulations to curtail the 
invasion of the same when it appears in the 
epizootic form. For you have had a sad and 
wodious emperionce om diferent occasions in 
trying to extirpate this bovine pestilence. 
From its introduction here in 1842, we have 
never been entirelg free from its local « ut- 
breaks, and the ravages of this disease in 
the aggregate have already caused an im- 
mense sacrifice of live-stock property. Jt 
still exists, and its latent germs are now very 
widely sown; we frequently see its local man- 
ifestations in various parts of the eountry, 
And its period of incubation is so uncertain 
there are fears of its becoming naturalized, 
as it were, upon our virgin soil. This, per- 
haps, may serve to explain why it breaks out 
upon us so unawares, and thus becomes so 
difficult to eradicate or control.” 
The italics are ours, and are so put to call 
particular attention that part of the para- 
graph. In the first place the disease was 
not introduced into Massachusetts until 
1859, (it was first known in England in 
1841-42, and has remained there until the 
present time,) and since 1865 the writer 
does not know of a single outbreak of con- 
tagious pleuro-p iain M husetts 
If it still exists, the fact should be known 
that strict quarantine regulations be en- 
forced. ‘The facts are that a Board of Cattle 
Commissioners have been in office all the 
time since 1865, and not a case of the kind 
has been reported to them, consequently 
that part of the article which says it still 
exists, and that we frequently see its local 
manifestations, is not correct, unless the 
Professor means other parts of the country 
than New England. That it exists in New 
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Mary- 
land there is no doubt, but that it was sown 
from Massachusetts there is not the slightest 
evidence. 
As to the period of incubation, actual 
experiments have demonstrated that contact 
with an accte case in the early stages, 
the healthy animal will contract the disease 
in about forty-two days. Circumstances 
may exist causing the disease to be held in 
abeyance, as for instance, gestation. The 
lengthy period of incubation renders the 
disease one of the most dangerous of a con- 
tagious character. An unprincipled person, 
may, after finding that his herd had been 
exposed, send them off to market, scattering 
them among healthy herds, the purchasers 
remaining unsuspicious for weeks, when his 
cattle become sick, the mischief is accom- 
plished. 
Thanks to the State Board of Agriculture 
for their energetic action in rousing the 
people to a sense of the danger, at the time 
of the introduction of the disease in Massa- 
chusetts, resulting in its eradication in New 
England. Old England has, after thirty 
years of using the let alone policy, adopted 
vigorous measures to cradicate contagious 
diseases there. [he most stringent laws have 
been passed and are enforced, and many a 
rascal has paid $100, (£20,) for taking an 
animal from a diseased herd to market, 
England is not as well situated as we are; 
she is largely dependent on continental 
Furope for live stock for food, and in many 
countries there little or no effort is made to 
arrest the progress of contagious diseases 
among cattle. To protect herself from the 
re-introduction of any of those diseases, a 
law is enforced requiring inspection by a 
competent person, of all cattle, (also sheep) 
rey upon her shores, and if any are 


found d all are to be slaughtered at 
the landing. . 

If the present policy had been adopted in 
England in 1842 on its introduction in that 
country, millions of pounds sterling would 
have been saved; in Massachusetts less 
~~ a thousand — was drawn 
rom the treasury in entirely extirpating this 
disease in the Camndousdhhe ‘ey 

Epizootic aptha was introduced here by 
way of Canada, having been imported from 
England. Pleuro-pneumonia may be sent 
to us the same channels ; if so, it 
will require the same energetic and 
indomitable perseverance as before to 
“ stamp ” it out. OsszRvzn. 








= ws 
AORN \ | A 

Yum: 4 fen 5 
WA -* 


ih) | RAE 


IMPORTED PARTRIDCE COCHINS “JEWETT” AND “LADY JANE.” 
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Property of T. 8. Cooper, Cooperstown, Penn.—*‘ Linden Grove Stock Farm.” 


Mr. Cooper writes to the Editor of the Ploughman that he is prepared to book and furnish eggs from his 
Brahmas, and that his mode of packing insures their safe carriage. (Sead stamp to Mr. Cooper for circular.) 


Imported Partridge Cochins and Dark 
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The Poultry Suierest. 


THE PINTADO, OR GUINEA FOWL. 


A correspondent of the Poultry Bulletin 
writes: “ This much neglected fowl is a na- 
tive of Africa, and it is presumed that they 
were called Guinea fowls on account of th» 
first specimen having been brought frem the 
Guinea coast of Africa. There are said to 
be anumber of varieties, but all we have 
in this country are the pure white and the 
spotted. This bird always mates in pairs, 
so that if an excess of hens are kept, the egg 
will prove unfertile. Their period of incu- 
bation is twenty-eight days, which often 
varies a day more or less. The fowl varies 
from ull other varieties, in that the sexes 80 
much resemble each other that they are hard 
to distinguish apart. The cock is a little 
larger than the her, and he runs with a 
mincing gait on tiptoe. His wattles are 
larger than his mate’s, and he has his pecu- 
liar note or cry, which is entirely different 
from the hen, which can be readily distin- 
guished by the constant cry of “ come back, 
come back.” By their jratchfuiness and 


eonatant clamor. are. 

ing the pou.try from hawks, for which alone 
they are worthy of a place in the poultry 
yard. The hen commences to lay about the 
middle of May, and will furnish a large num- 
ber of eggs if not allowed to set. She has 
her nest under bushes or in long grass, and 
itis generally very difficult to find. Some 
eggs must be left in the nest, and it must 
never ne approached when the fowls are in 
signt, as the hen will abandon it as soon as 
she finds the location is discovered. ‘The 
first eggs should be taken and placed unde: 
common hens, and as soon as natched the 
hen should be cooped, and the young kep' 
from straying, by setting up some boards o 
edge, forming a litte yard in front of th 
coop. Like turkeys, they require feeding. 
little and very often. For the first two o 
three weeks they should have a variety of 
nourishing food, such as hard boiled eggs. 
curds with onions cut up fine (with a pair 
of scissors,) and mixed throughit, and bread 
crumbs, with clean, fresh water, three times 
a day. The hen should have whole corn, so 
that she won’t rob the young ones. After 
two orthree weeks they may have their 
liberty, and will do well on cracked corn or 
wheat. When feathered out, before the 
hen leaves them, if they are driven to the 
chicken house every night they will get 
used to it, and will remain tame, and al- 
ways roostin the poultry house with the 
other fowls, which is much to be preferred 
to having them wild, and roosting in trees. 
The Guinea hen, on hatching her late eggs, 
may be left to herself there being plenty of 
insects ; then she will generally bring her 
brood through safely, and she will not stand 
being confined in a coop as well as common 
hens. The flesh of a young Guinea fowl is 
remarkably tender, and of exquisite flavor, 
much like that of the partridge. Their eggs 
are also very fine ; and for beauty they are 
& great ornament to the poultry yard, and 
they should be bred more generally than 
they have been. 


MAGGOTS A$ POULTRY FOOD. 


This novel plan of breeding maggots to 
feed to poultry has been in successful oper- 
ation in Buheria for two or three seasons. 
It is said that young turkeys prefer this food 
to any other. Directions: Dig nine pits 
four feet deep, smaller if desired, line bottom 
and sides with brick, so the maggots cannot 
crawl out or the pit cave in. For nine suc- 
cessive days fill one of these pits in the fol- 
lowing manner: First, cover the bottom 
three inches thick with cut straw; second, 
one course of forse, pigeon or chicken 
manure two inches thick; third, one inch of 
a mash made from yeast, potatoes and In- 
dian meal; fourth and last, one course of 
loose, damp soil one or one and a half 
inches thick. Cover the whole with a light 
roof to keep the sun and rain off, but open 
to admit the common muck fly, one of which 
is capable of producing, according to natu- 
ral history, five hundred millions of eggs in 
one summer. The fly will deposit its eggs 
in the pit, which, after the expiration of nine 
days, will be filled with maggots. The con- 
tents of one pit will keep three thousand 
chickens for one day, giving three meals per 
day. To winter pheasants or chickens on 
the same food make more pits, let the mag- 
gots transform into the larva, and fill the 
same into barrels.— Poultry World. 














CANTALOUPES. 


This is the way a famous cantaloupe cul- 
tivator gets a fine start with his plants, and 
has early fruit, as early as any in our mar- 
kets: “I dig holes twelve inches equare, 
eight or ten inches deep ; fill up with well 
roted horse manure to the surface. On this 

at two inches of soil. Then take a four 
inch flower pot ; set in the centre ; draw the 
remainder of the soil around the pot, until 
the soil is about four inches deep ; then gi 
ing the pota twist round, withdraw it. This 
leaves a hole four inches deep by four wide. 
In this I drop five or six etl, and cover to 
the depth of three-quarters of an inch. 
Over this I place a light of six by eight 
glass, pronieg it lightly to fit close. I then 
give no more attention till the plants are 
touching the glass. Then go through, tak- 
ing @ siall stone, raise up one end of the 
glass with it; this admits of a circulation of 
air over the Peay and hardens them. In 
about three days more remove the glass en- 
tirely. By this time they will be in the leaf. 
I thin out to three plants ina bill. I draw 
a little fine soil around trem, up as high as 
the seed leaf, and the work is done.” 





Soriculture. 
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THE DAHLIA. 
The dahlia has come before the people 
lately in the shape of a bit of bistory con- 


* Holland House.” In some memoirs lately 
published there is an account of its introduc- 
tion from some other part of the world, its 
narrow escape from being eaten as a vege- 
table, and so forth, and after this fortunate 
escape it became the parent from which all 
dablias spring. It seems strange that so 
many curious things have been in just this 
danger ; the potato, the tulip, and we don’ 
know what, all barely escaped a voyage down 
some human throat, and just in time t« 
render their names with us forever blest. I: 
would seem as if there must have been » 
wondrous disposition on the part of our fore 

fathers to devour everything that came tr 
hand. In these days people generally take 
more care to know what they are eating, an 

ball is not fish that comes to their net. How 

ever, the little incident reminds us to say : 

word about this gay and jolly-looking flow. 
par, season abbdut this par- 
ticular time. is currently believed that 
they have a fashion of cheating us; tha: 
what is slangishly called going back on one’s 
friends, is a peculiar characteristic of the 
dahlia. In some respects this is true, and 
yet itis in a measure our own fault. The 
young plants of the “new kinds” one gets 
from the florist, are generally productive of 
pretty good flowers ; but the next year when 
we look for the same nice bloom, they are 
often half single and otherwise poor. We 
helieve much of this is caused by allowing too 
many stalks to come up from one root, and in 
this way one branch exhausts the other. They 

ire not the kind of growths which glory ina 
struggle for life. All the sprouts should be 
tuken off but one. Again, the dahlia does 
not bloom well in hot dry weather, and 
hence there is nothing gained by planting 
them out early. They make a vigorous 
growth then, and want to bloom about July 

or August, and these burning up or opening 
but poorly, do not care to bloom again to 





any advantage, when the regular cool Fall 
nights come.— Germantown Telegraph. 


—— 


CULTIVATION OF SMILAX. 


Mr. J. Vick, than whom there is no better 
authority as a florist, gives the following 
directions for the household culture of this 
plant, now so much used in floral decora- 
tions, for twining in the hair, and for trim- 
ming party dresses: “ With a little care it 
can be grown successfully as a house plant. 
The seeds should be sown in a box orin pote 
in the bouse, and should be kept moist till 
the young plants appear. The seed being 
rather slow to germinate, you must not 
think it bad if it does not make its appear- 
ance in two weeks. The young plants should 
he potted off into three-inch pots as soon as 
they are three or four inches high. Once a 
year the bulbs should be allowed to dry off 
and rest. They will start into growth again 
in about six weeks. The vine does not re- 
quire the full sun, but will grow well in a 
partially shaded situation. It can be trained 
on a small thread across the window or 
around pictures. It is a climbing vine, and 
will attach itself to astring in just about 
the right condition to use for wreaths, etc., 
or when required for lighter work, the 
branches which become entangled can be 
separated.” 








Income FROM Cows.—Ward Parker, 
er, Esq., of New Hampshire. sends to the 
Mirror and Farmer, the following state- 
ment of the profits realized in 1872, from 
five Devons, four cows, and one three year 
o'd heifer. He commenced March 1, 1872, 
with one cow to make butter, the next cow 
came in March 4, the other came in the first 
week in April, the heifer came in the first of 
May. The butter sold from the five amount- 
ed to$396; premiums at fairs on the five 
cows, $84 ; three calver sold for $170; two 
calves on hand, reckoned at the same as 
wan offered last October, $130; total 
amount, $780. The same cows also fur- 
nished all the milk, cream and butter used 
in the family during the year. This is the 
income of the five up to the time they went 
dry. The same cows all calved last spring, 
a‘ter going three months. The calves were 
fed with skim-milk of the cows. The but- 
ter, milk and cream used in the family, he 
estimates would more than three times bal- 
ance the hay and other feed used for the five 
calves. 








PERMANENT Grass. Water meadows are 
amongst the most productive of permanent 
grasslands. But the management of water 
meadows is very frequently injudicious. No 
cattie should be allowed upon an irrigated 
meadow, nor should the water be permitted 
to run continually over one spot. A meadow 
thus treated very soon becomes a morass, 
and is then spoiled. A dressing of bone 
dust is remarkably beneficial to water mead- 
ows, greatly thickening the grass and im- 
proving the quality of the hay. An applica- 
tion of plaster the next year still further 
improves the meadow. As soon as the hay 
becomes inferior in quality and decreases in 
quantity, it is rest by a repetition of this 
treatment. The opportunities for making 
water meadows ‘are frequent, and as the 
value becomes appreciated they will become 
much more common than they are now.— 
American A . 





a The largest ~ an he the world is the 
valley of the Mississippi. It contains 500,- 
000 square miles, and is one of the most 
fertile and profitable regions of the globe. 








ta” Iowa hes -1,500,000 pigs ready for 
turning into pork this winter. 


Sliscellangous, 
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ALSIKE CLOVER. 


It is still an unsettled question depending 
| upon further experiment, whether the Alsike 


nected with the family of the Hollands of| clover 1s to come into general cultivation for 


hay and pasture. Its first introduction into 
this country was about fifteen vears ago, and 
it seems a little strange that the question of 
its utility has not been more generally ca.- 
vassed. There is about it a very interest, 
ing oddity,—a very fragrant, long-extended 
bloom,—which both ina green and cured 
state give a delicious bite that all farm stock 
are eage#to taste, and yet there is some- 
thing in its delicacy that seems to the farm- 
ers more like the flower garden than the 
clover field. From all I can learn every one 
admits at once the superior quality of the 
hay, and none can say why it may not on 
the whole bea better variety to cultivate 
than the common sort now in use, and from 
present appearances it seems likely before 
long to come into general cultivation. 

Its habits of continuing to grow on the 
} ame stalk with new sboots and new blos- 
some, the n and sweet 
when seed is ripened su’ to thrash. 
The long, slender stalk is inclined to lodge 
down like the white clover, and there is 
probably needed a very smooth bottom to 
get the hay upon. How it will do or hold 
out for pasture we have not yet learned, nor 
do we yet know how often it may need sow- 
ing in the hay field. It seems inclined to 
grow and continue to bloom much like the 
common white clover, and will most likely 
he found favorable for second cropping. It 
is said that nothing equal tu it was ever in- 
troduced here for pasturage. Its fragrant 
blossoms are seented long distances by the 
hees and every other insect in search of the 
same food; we do not expect the farmers 
not interested in bees to make any sacrifice 
in their hay crop to feed our bees, but if the 
Alsike clover wili improve their hay and 
pasturage it will be no stealing for our bees 
to save what would go to waste on the 
scented air, and even their instinctive de- 
cision of what is good is worth knowing.— 
Cor. Vt. Farmer. 
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SHEEP EATING THEIR WOOL. 


Instances of sheep eating their own wool 
are quite common, especially during the 
latter part of winter, and early in the spring. 
Some have thought the habit resulted from 
the presence of small parasites, as minute 
as the red apider of some flowering plants, 
which produce an irritation, and to allay 
this t'e sheep acquired the habit of biting 
his own skin al thereby eating his own 
wool. It 18 generally believed, however, that 
the habit is analagoua to that of hens eating 
their own shells, and the abnormal appetite 
of cows for old bones, woollen rags, etc., 
and is caused by an exhaustion of the phos- 
phate in the soil. Old pastures or fields that 
have long been cropped are deficient in these 
elementa, hence the absence of them in the 
feed and consequent want of them by the 
animale, As a preventive, mix a small quan- 
tity of bone meal with corn meal, and give 
them an occasional feed. Sulphur also has 
been found to be a preventive of the habit, 
and many farmerskeep their stock constantly 
with it. It no doubt assists in giving a heal- 
thy tone to the system. 

PRUNING BLACKBERRIES. 

Persons having cultivated the New 
Rochelle blackberry, are possessed of suffi- 
cient knowledge to understand the fact that 
the longer they allow the canes to remain 
unpruned, the lateral branches are_propor- 
tionally shorter, and the fruit smaller. To 
obtain the largest sized berries and the larg- 
est quantity, too, cut back the leading canes 
to not exceeding four feet in length, and 
shorten in also the lateral branches. This 
will be found to increase also the breadth of 
the stool, affording more bearing room, and 
generally to result in greatly improving the 
crop. It is not too late yet to shorten in, 
where it has been much neglected, as we 
often see it in some of our gardens, &c. 

In July the young wood, which by that 
time has grown over the tops of the old, 
bearing canes, should be clipped, especially 
the lateral branches. It will have the best 
effect upon next year’s crop.— Germantown 


T.legraph. 


IMPORTANT [TPM FOR FaARMERS.—A pres- 
ident of an agricultural society calls atten- 
tion to the fact that there are, in a standard 
legal barrel, only one hundred quarts, while 
the ordinary flour barrel most in use among 
the farmers in the sale of potatoes and 
apples, contaias nearly one-eighth more. 

armers sell their produce in flour bar-” 
rels, and merchants transfer the same to 
standard barrels, making a profit on quan- 
tity as well as on the price. In the sale of 
eight hundred barrels of potatoes from a 
farm, the proprietor loses one hundred bar- 
rela, worth two hundred and fifty dollars, for 
which he might as well be paid. Thé mid- 
dieman, not the consumer, profits by this. 
Farmers, see to it that you employ the one 
hundred quart barrels hereafter.— Ez. 


LonG Forrows.—A German agricultural 
journal prints @ plea for long furrows. The 
turning of the plough and the commencing 








jr |of a new furrow require more exertion in 


the ploughman and the team, than continued 
oak on a straight line ; and how great may 
really be the loss of time from uent in- 
terruptions in short turns may be shown by 
the fol ions: In a field 225 
feet long, five and « half hours out of ten are 
used in re-directing the plough; with a 
length of 575 feet, four hours are sufficient 
for the purpose ; and when the plough ean 
proceed without peat for 800 feet, 





and « half hours of the dai ke» 


Written 





pressly for the Massachusetts Plough 


BY RB. GOODMAN, ESQ. 


to ours start on their respective journeys 
we are apt to think that we are in motion 


Society's show, the more declamatory action 
of the New England Farmers’ Club, the res- 


law of progress will be reversed, and soon 
eastward the course of the empire will turn, 


sens of the acrid West will revert home- 
ward, and reploughing the fields on which 
they were nur.ured, and cultivating them 
scientifically, will metamorphose New Eng- 
land into another Goshen, flowing with 
milk at least, and with water if not with 


of the State Board, Mr. Hubbard of Brim- 
field, a tried and truthful expert, demon- 
strating in his report as secretary of the 
dairymen’s associatiom hy those little Ara- 
bics that won't lie—unless made to—that 
milk in cheese at twelve and a half cents a 


“about a half less than cost.” 


30 cows, co not yield an income of $5 a 


last ten years, only seven had reported this 


existence altogether.” Mr. Hubbard said 
further that our old friend and experienced 
dairyman, John T. Ellsworth, makes butter 
from his herd which sells for about fifty 
cents per pound in Boston, which is eq:al 
to four and one half cents a quart for his 
milk. Again our courage rises, and we 
think over our other acquaintances who real- 
ise gold prices for gilt edged butter, Sharpless 
of Philadelphia, $1 to $1.25 per pound, War- 
ing of Newport, $1, Machie of Great Bar- 
rington, 75 cents, and others near the large 
cities,—all these to herders of the Jersey,— 
and we must conclude that this branch of 
dairying is the certain pathway to wealth, 
had we not our own experience of the diffi- 
culty of having such quality of butter made, 
and of sufficient quantity to meet the reg- 
ular demand after it becomes known. Mr. 
Ellsworth and his dairy women have been 
bred to the business, and any one who has 
been at Barre, sees at once that the art of 
butter and cheese making is hereditary 
there, itis in the bone and flesh, and every 

one takes to their kind of dairying, as Gen. 
Butler's constituents do to mackerel fishing, 
or professed politicians to other and less 

reputable kinds of sports, and if any of the 

Barre folks set their minds upon sending 

butter or cheese to market, it will be of the 

best that can be made from so called native 

cows, and command a corresponding price. 

But our ordinary farmers are not of this 

guild, and consequently there is instead of a 

full supply of good butter in the markets of 
our large cities, a dea: th of it, and the man- 

ufacturers of the article from suet are sell- 

ing that particular kind as a substitute for 

ordinary cow butter, and we have found it 

on the tables of the refined and wealthy, 
who said it was better butter than they could 

get from their grocer. Butter is actually 

brought from France and sold to the New 

York dealers, because there is an actual 
scarcity in the market of good butter, put 

up in attractive shape for small consumers. 
This butter is made from choice cows, choice- 
ly fed on clean sweet food, and the making is 
done in the cleanest manner. There must 
be some radical difficulty therefore in the 
matter of butter making among the farmers, 
or else this branch of business, which can be 
made profitable, never would be so neglected, 
and the supply would meet the demand. 
When we come to go into the stables of the 
gilt edged men, we see at once why their 
butter brings the hgh prices, even if we 
discard the notion which some of the 
Ayrshire breeders are striving to bring into 
disrepute, that the Jersey is a natural butter 
maker. We find perfect cleanliness, no 
manurial steamings, no sitting near a dung- 
hill for warmth whilst milking, no whisking 
of besmeared tails into the pail, no wipirg 
of the udder and teate with unwashed 
hands, not visibly cleaner by thie process, 
and then dipping them into the first drawn 
milk to moisten the teats ; none of those neg- 
lectful practices, which, like visiting some 
kitchens, would if observed turn our stom- 
ach against receiving sustenance, but ov the 
contrary, a clean stable without any manure 
visible, or if on the premises, well covered 
with deodorizers, cows curried and combed 
to a sleekness and cleanliness only excelled 
in the “* Perfect Horse,” the tails if trouble- 
some are wired up during the milking, the 
udder and teats well wiped off with a clean 
cloth or meely brushed, and the whole pro- 
cess carried on with the same nicety of 
conscience as work done in the kitchen was 
done by our grandmothers, or the silver and 
tea things washed up by our mothers. And 
then the purity of the dairy room, the con- 
stantly washed shelves, the sealded pans, 
the ventilation in summer and. artificial 

warmth in winter, the perfect instruments 

used in the manufacture ; observing all thi- 

We cannot wonder the butter meade ander 

such management brings the highest prices. 





As be expenses of the seheme are Iange), 


NEW ENGLAND “ HOME FARMING.” 


Western Massachusette— Butter and Cheese Mak- 
ing— Tobaceo— Corn— Decrease of Agricultural 
Productsa—Farm Laborers— Home Farming, &c. 


When, seated in a railway car, others parallel 


and it requires quite a sustained peering to 
be convinced of the fact that our vehicle is 
quiescent and the others alone moving. So 
up in the western confines of the State, 
where “ massa-choose-it” for health, good 
land and gerial companionship, though 
somewhat remote, and if you plesse slow 
and melancholy at times, we get the rumble 
of the great agricultural mass meetings, the 
gatherings of the clans at the New England 


olutions of the Grangers, the fusillade of the 
various farmers’ meetings, and occasionally 
a boom from the big guns of the agricultu- 
ral colleges, and resolve nem. con. that 
our especial business ix going ahead, that 
farming will py better than it has done, 
that all our young men will be enticed into 
remaining on the old homestead, that the 


and the wearied and fever and sgued deni- 


honey, Our car is certainly moving on! 
But taking up another page of the Plough- 
man, or some other agricultural exponent, 
we find our old friend and fellow member 


pound, is only two and a half cents a quart, 
“ Farms 
Worth $10,000 or more, stocked with 20 to 


day to the proprietors, and ou,of that in- 
come labor is to be paid.” “That out of 
the thirty factories in the State, within the 


year to the Massachusetts Dairymen’s Asso- 
ciation, and anumber have dropped out of 


the attention of the proprietors is constant, 
and their ingenuity constantly exercised te 
secure any new device or improvement. 

But if we are incapable of following in 
the footsteps of our Barre friends, and can- 
not, as but few can, afford to imitate our 
“fancy compeers” in all respects, though we 
might as to cleanliness, let us turn to some 
other branch of farming, where more muscle 
| and less*brains or, deftness are necessprv 
;| How about tobacco ? The report from 
staple would delight the son of 
Queen of Scots, as our Connecticut v: 
farmers s°y it has been raised so abund: 
ly that it isa dead duck,—three or { 
years crops on hand and no market, 4 
they are considering the purpose of bringi 


to life another king, (Corn,) which tli 
think will pay at $1 per bushel. The kid 
is dead—long live the king! The whirlin, 


of time bringe about his revenges, and 1! 

long dethroned old Lear may now lift up 
his head again and his rival go to the worms 
in his stead. But will corn pay with th: 
amount of labor requisite to cultivate it, 
with that lebor at eastern prices, and west- 
ern corn sold here at the freight advaice 
on its cost out there? 
the number of days’ labor required to pro- 


The questidn as to 


duce an acre of corn, and the profitablenes 
of raising this crop in New England hus 
been oftentimes discussed, and the solution 
not satisfactorily arrived at; the customs 
vary so much, but upon the whole farmers 
have settled down to the opinion that taking 
western competition and the high price ot 
labor into account, it is not a paying crop in 
New England. Perhaps selling milk direct 
to the cities is the most profitable branch 
of dairying, unless the farmer is too distant, 
and the railroad freights and agents’ com 
missions eat intu his Raising 
grain, market wheat etc., is hardly within 
the scope of the farmers’ inquiry in the 
eastern states, except in special cases, arc! 
his attention is turned principally to dairy 
products, and he is convinced that in that 
branch of his business success is somehow 
certain if the right means are found ’ 
the best productions. Up here in the 

we are having the same sort of devo) 
exercises on these momentous questio} 
elsewhere, and our vanes fly about 


returns. 


every wind. One day we build a a 
factory at a cost cf several thousand d¢ 
and sell it in a year or two for one q\ 
of the amount paid for it; the farmers 
tributing considering the business doet 
pay, and come to that conclusion a | 
deal by reason of the unwonted regu 
required in bringing milk twice a day, 
in the care necessary to have the produc! 
sweet and in no wise smacking of fov 
stables and utensils. Many of us send n 
by rail to the cities and complain of t 
small percentage of profits, the loss of can- 
the extortion of middlemen, whilst a f: 
with plenty of pasturage, and large herd» 
and labor raised at home, consider it t!« 
most profitable of any branch, of agricul 
ture. Others, like our friend Thatcher, als 
a former member of the State Board, follow 
in the footsteps of Elisworth, and giv 
wholesome accounts of butter making. But 
inquiry shows that there is a smart woma 
in the house, helping sons in additict 
the man at the helm, and consequently 
product is good and the prize equival 
But where one pound of such butter finds 
its way to the stores, ten of “ Irish butter’ 
are sent in, which bring a price which ought 
not to pay the cost of the product, and 
probably does not. 

The fact cannot be denied, that New ling- 


land has not kept pace with her neig! 

States in agricultural progress, so far as the 
increase or even retention of the sfuj//es is 
concerned. Her wheat, corn, outs, sheep 
flax, wool, potatoes, and (notwithstanding 
increase in cattle) even butter have decreas 


,] 


ed in amount, and instead of being the land 
of steady habits as to the culture of thes 
or any products of the soil, she has become 
very unsteady and presents a staggering 
front alongside the continued activity of 
New York and Pennsylvania, who are ex- 
celling in and making profitable thos 
very products which we are apparently neg 
lecting. Idon’t know but that we are go- 
ing ahead fast enough in all respects, and 
that it is best to let agriculture take its ow 
way without being goaded. It has been 
said with a good deal of truth that the great 
fallacy of the present age is that of mistak- 
ing the increase of national wealth for the 
advancement of civilization. A melancho'y 
picture of the condition of New England 
yeomanry incase of the introduction of steam 
power, and the consequent absorption of ail 
the small farms into large ones, as would be 
necessary for a successful working of the 
land by such means, has been presented by 
a recent writer, and a contrasting of the 
picture of the same class drawn by Mr. 
Froude as it existed in the reign of the 
[udors, with that of its representatives in no 
longer “ Merry England” at the present 
time, proves unmistakably that however 
certain classes may be nourished by the in 
crease of juxury and its purchaser, wealth, 
the agriculturists, the real tillers of the soil, 
reap but slender benefit, and are more apt 
to sink than to rise in their social condi 
tions. 

“ Tl] fares the land, to hast’ning ills a prey 
Where wealth accumulates and men decay. 

A time there was, ere England’s grieis began 
When every rood of ground maintained its man 


Now these roods have been absorbed b) 
the “ rich commoners,” who, hy the law 
made in the reign of Henry the Seventh, !y 
which the great estates that had given 
much influence to the harons might be su) 
divided and sold, having been enabied | 
become landed proprietors, have found their 
appetite grow by what it fed upon, and the 
main ambition of the rich merchant or bank- 
e: from that time to the present has been to 
purchase estates. They have absorbed 
all the small farms of the once independent 
yeomanry, and the tillers of the soil have 
been as much enslaved as were their ances- 
tral “ villeius,” andare now forced to com- 
bine for an increase of wages sufficient to 
afford them the bare means of decent sub- 
sistence. From the parliamentary reports 
of 1816, it appeared that the machinery em 
ed in Great Britain in cotton spinning 
alone, superseded at that time the lebor / 
eighty million adults, and Jobn Quin:) 


Adams, accepting the estimates of Kobert 
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